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3 March 2026 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 

 

Blue Mackerel progresses to full Environmental Impact Statement 

(EIS) assessment  

 

Blue Mackerel has entered the most comprehensive stage of environmental assessment, with the 

Commonwealth Government confirming the JERA Nex bp project will be assessed through a full 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 

 

Consistent with the process required for other referred offshore wind projects in Australia, the EIS 

is to assess potential impacts on matters of national environmental significance, including: 

 

• Listed species and communities 

• Listed migratory species 

• Commonwealth marine areas 

 

Blue Mackerel will continue to be guided by the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 

Environment and Water to prepare the EIS. 

 

The project will undertake a detailed assessment of potential impacts and measures to avoid and 

minimise impacts; the findings of which will guide the windfarm design and make sure stringent 

regulatory requirements are met.  

 

Kim Downs, Manager – Environmental Planning & Approvals, said the Blue Mackerel team was 

ready to move to the next phase of assessment: 

 

"An EIS represents the highest level of environmental assessment, and we are fully prepared for 

that responsibility,” 

"With our team of scientific experts and experienced environmental impact assessors, Blue 

Mackerel is committed to delivering a scientifically rigorous EIS and ensuring environmental 

impacts are minimised and managed to the high standards set by Australian regulators." 

 

 

 

https://epbcpublicportal.environment.gov.au/all-referrals/project-referral-summary/?id=39736776-57e0-f011-8544-6045bdc44c6c


   

 

 
 

Further information on the EIS process, including opportunities for public comment, will be shared 

as studies progress. 

Project background  

Located approximately 10km off the Gippsland coast on Brataualung and Tatungalung Country, 

between Seaspray and Woodside, Blue Mackerel has the potential to generate 1 GW of power. At 

full capacity, that’s enough to power up to 750,000 Victorian homes a year by 2032. As Victoria’s 

remaining coal-fired power stations retire, the project will help deliver new, clean, and reliable 

electricity into the grid.  

Blue Mackerel is being developed by JERA Nex bp, a 50:50 joint venture between JERA Co. and 

bp. JERA Nex bp is a purpose-built offshore wind company committed to unlocking the power of 

offshore wind by developing high-quality, competitive projects. 

 

For further information or enquiries, please contact: 

 

Holly Gillan  

Communications Advisor 

holly.gillan@jnbp.com 

M: +61 412 576 527 
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